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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 15982 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, GW 

SUBJECT: CSCE: RADIO LIBERTY (RL) PROBLEMS 
REF: GENEVA 5658 

1. EMBOFF USED OCCASION OF NOV 5 DISCUSSION WITH FONOFF 
CSCE DEPT OFFICIAL TO REFER TO TOUGH SOVIET POSITION ON 
RL IN RECENT INFORMATION SUBCOMMITTEE AND TO INQUIRE 
CONCERNING FRG POSITION. IN PARTICULAR, FONOFF REP 

WAS QUERIED REGARDING REPORTED FRG RELUCTANCE TO SPEAK 
IN FAVOR OF THE RADIOS UNTIL CERTAIN UNSPECIFIED 
"FREQUENCY PROBLEMS’" WERE RESOLVED. 

2. FONOFF REP SAID HE WAS UNAWARE RPT UNAWARE OF ANY 
"FREQUENCY PROBLEMS" CONCERNING RFE OR RL AND STATED 
THERE HAD BEEN NO FRG INSTRUCTION TO AVOID COMMENTS ON 
RADIOS DUE TO SUCH "FREQUENCY PROBLEMS." (HE DID AC- 
KNOWLEDGE PRIVATE GERMAN COMMENTS CONCERNING 
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TERRITORY.) 

3. FONOFF REP SAID THE FRG WILL OPPOSE VIGOROUSLY ANY 
LANGUAGE SEEKING TO SINGLE OUT RFE/RL OR SEEKING TO 
STIFLE FREEDOM OF COMMUNICATION. GERMAN REPS WILL 
STRONGLY SUPPORT AUGMENTED DISSEMINATION OF INFOR- 
MATION, INCLUDING BY RADIO. BUT, SPEAKING FRANKLY, 

FONOFF REP SAID FRG DEL IN GENEVA WILL NOT RPT NOT 
SPECIFICALLY DEFEND RFE OR RL. FONOFF REP SAID THIS IS 
BECAUSE DEFENSE OF RFE/RL WOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENT; THERE 
ARE OTHER RADIO STATIONS ALSO TO CONSIDER, PARTICULARLY 
THE GERMAN STATION DEUTSCHE WELLE, AND ALSO VOA, BBC, 
ETC. MOREOVER, FRG DOES NOT WISH TO ASSOCIATE RFE/RL 
BROADCAST TOO CLOSELY WITH WEST GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY, 
AS SOVIET UNION KNOWS THAT BONN COULD ACT AGAINST THESE 
RADIOS IF THEY TOOK A POLICY LINE CONTRARY TO FRG 
POLICY. 

4. IN CLOSING, FONOFF REP SAID THAT FRG WOULD STRONGLY 
SUPPORT ENHANCED DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION-INCLUD- 
ING BY RADIO. BUT BONN SEEKING TO REBUT SOVIET ARGU- 
MENTS AGAINST RADIOS BY GENERALIZED ARGUMENTS RELATING 
TO DISSEMINATION OF RADIO INFORMATION PER SE RATHER THAN 
RFE/RL IN PARTICULAR. 

HILT .F.NBR AND 
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